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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ohtsuka et al 
(U.S. patent 6,788,425) 

Regarding claim 1 Ohtsuka et al disclose: A print order receiving device (please note 
Fig.1 item 10, column 4 lines 44-45) comprising; a display screen (please note Fig.1 
item 12, column 4 lines 52-54) an image data inputting section for inputting original 
image data of a customer (please note Fig.1 item 3, column 4 lines 44-51 ) a memory 
(please note Fig.3 item 33, column 5 lines 41-46) object operating means capable of 
processing the original image data as an original image object on the display screen for 
a print order (please note Fig.3, column 5 lines 32-44) and editing by combining plural 
objects including the original image object (please note column 9 lines 31-40) and print 
order information producing means for producing print order information on the basis of 
a result of the operation for the objects (please note column 9 lines 40-43) wherein the 
print order information producing means produces text data in which operation 
information corresponding to the content of the operation for the plural objects is 
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correlated with an address at which image data of the composed original image object 
is present and the print order information producing means stores the text data in the 
memory (please note column 4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-6 where the text data 
of the print order as shown in Fig.2 are stored). 

Regarding claim 2 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1, wherein the text data is stored in the memory as a text file (please note column 
4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 3 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the operation information corresponds to at least one of operations of a 
color conversion, a rotation, a deformation and a size change for the original image 
object and the operation information is described in the text data as data made to 
correspond to the image object (please note column 5 lines 4-5 and column 9 lines 15- 
18). 

Regarding claim 4 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 3, wherein the content of the operation is substituted by a text without directly 
processing original image data of a customer (please note column 5 lines 1-6). 
Regarding claim 5 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1, wherein the plural objects include a character object corresponding to character 
string data the object operating means is capable of combining the original image object 
with the character object and the operation information includes an operation for the 
character object (please note column 5 lines 44-50). 

Regarding claim 6 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
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claim 1 , wherein the plural objects include a second image object for a specified 
template, the object operating means is capable of operating a layout between the 
second image object and the original image object and the operation information 
includes a content of an operation corresponding to the layout as text data (please note 
column 6 lines 9-21). 

Regarding claim 7 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 6, wherein the operation information includes the kind and the property of a layout 
frame to arrange image objects (please note column 9 lines 15-18). 
Regarding claim 8 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the print order information producing means produces a path 
corresponding to a folder for storing the text data (please note column 5 lines 1-4). 
Regarding claim 9 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 8, wherein the name of the path includes an order ID indicating uniquely the print 
order information (please note column 6 lines 44-49). 

Regarding claim 10 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 8, wherein the image data of a customer and the text data are stored in the folder 
(please note column 6 lines 44-47). 

Regarding claim 11 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the address and the operation information are described in a specified 
format on the text data (please note column 6, lines 39-55). 

Regarding claim 12 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 1 f wherein the address and the operation information are described together with 
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a reserved word on the text data (please note column 5 lines 58-65). 
Regarding claim 13 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 12, wherein the text data is stored in a memory as a text file (please note column 
4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 14 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the print order information producing means produces a thumbnail 
image indicating a result of an operation for the plural objects, and the print order 
information producing means stores the thumbnail image coupled with the text data in a 
memory (please note column 9 lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 15 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1, wherein the print order information producing means produces text data 
including at least one of information regarding a shop in which reception of a 
photograph has been made information regarding the customer and information 
regarding billing (please note column 4 lines 65-67 and column 5 lines 1-4). 
Regarding claim 16 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1, wherein the inputting section comprises a memory slot and reads in image data 
from a removable medium in which image data of a customer are stored (please note 
column 6 lines 24-33). 

Regarding claim 17 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the memory is a memory capable of storing at least image data of a 
customer and the memory stores the text data together with the image data of a 
customer (please note column 5 lines 40-49). 
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Regarding claim 18 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 17, wherein the memory storing the print order information is a removable medium 
(please note column 4 lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim 19 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 17, further comprising data transferring means wherein the print order information 
is capable of being transferred from the memory through the data transferring means to 
the outside (please note column 3 lines 21-33). 

Regarding claim 20 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1, wherein the text data includes, for each object, text data to restrict or prohibit at 
least one of operations of a rotation, a movement, and an enlargement or a reduction 
(please note column 9 lines 15-25). 

Regarding claim 21 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 20, wherein the plural objects include a character object corresponding to a 
character string data, and if the object is a character object, the rotation of the object is 
prohibited (column 9 lines 10-22). 

Regarding claim 22 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order receiving device set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the print order information includes at least one of data specifying a 
customer and data specifying a shop (please note column 10 lines 6-12). 
Regarding claim 23 Ohtsuka et al disclose: A print receiving producing system (please 
note Fig.1 item 10, column 4 lines 44-45) comprising a print order receiving device 
(please note Fig.1 item 10, column 4 lines 44-45) an image forming apparatus for 
producing prints (please note Fig.3 item 34 the printer) and data transferring means for 
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transmitting print order information from the print order receiving device to the image 
forming apparatus (please note column 10 lines 51-58) wherein the print order receiving 
device comprises a display screen (please note Fig.1 item 12 ? column 4 lines 52-54) an 
image data input section for inputting original image data of a customer (please note 
Fig.1 item 3, column 4 lines 44-51) a memory (please note Fig.3 item 33, column 5 lines 
41-46) object operating means capable of combining and editing plural objects 
including an original image object corresponding to the original image data on the 
display screen order (please note Fig.3, column 5 lines 32-44) and print order 
information producing means for producing print order information on the basis of a 
result of an operation (please note column 9 lines 40-43) wherein the print order 
information producing means produces text data in which operation information 
corresponding to a content of the operation for the original image object is correlated 
with an address at which image data of the composed original image object are present 
and the print order information producing means stores the text data in the memory 
(please note column 4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-6 where the text data of the 
print order as shown in Fig.2 are stored) and wherein when the image forming 
apparatus receives print order information the image forming apparatus the image 
forming apparatus reproduces an image corresponding to a result of an operation of the 
print order receiving device on the basis of the original image data in accordance with 
the text data in the print order information and practices a print production (please note 
column 4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-6 and column 7 lines 39-67 and column 8 
lines 1-3). 
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Regarding claim 24 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print receiving producing system set 
forth in claim 23, wherein a removable medium is utilized for the data transferring 
means (please note column 6, lines 24-38). 

Regarding claim 25 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print receiving producing system set 
forth in claim 23, wherein a network is utilized for the data transferring means (please 
note column 10 lines 51-58). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 26-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohtsuka et al 
(U.S. patent 6,788,425) in view of (Naito et al (U.S. patent 6,628,417) 

Regarding claim 26 Ohtsuka et al disclose: A print order data product capable of 
being read by a computer, comprising: original image data ordered by a customer and 
stored in the folder (please note column 5 lines 32-45) and edition data stored in the 
folder and indicating the content of a composition for plural objects including the original 
image object corresponding to the original image data (please note column 5 lines 40- 
50) wherein the edition data is text data and is a text file in which first text data 
corresponding to an address of the original image data (please note column 5 lines 32- 
40) and second text data indicating an operation for combining the plural objects are 
paired and stored (please note column 4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-5). However 
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Ohtsuka et al do not disclose: a data structure comprising a folder having an ID for 
specifying a print order of a customer. On the other hand Naito et al disclose: a data 
structure comprising a folder having an ID for specifying a print order of a customer 
(please note Fig. 10 item 201 where the print order and other information regarding the 
print job are listed in the table, column 22 lines 23-30). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of the invention to modify Ohtsuka 
et al's invention according to the teaching of Naito et al, where Naito et al in the same 
filed of endeavor teach the way the print order is specified by the user ID and user 
name for the purpose of making the retrieval of the images faster. 
Regarding claim 27 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the product is capable of being stored in a removable medium (please 
note column 6 lines 24-33). 

Regarding claim 28 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the product is capable of being transferred through a network (please 
note column 7 lines 56-61 ) 

Regarding claim 29 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the second text data in the order information file includes text data - 
specifying the content of a composition of the original image object with another object 
(please note column 4 lines 60-67 and column 5 lines 1-6 and column 7 lines 49-56). 
Regarding claim 30 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 29, wherein the another object is an object corresponding to a template for 
pasting the original image (please note column 5 lines 42-48). 
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Regarding claim 31 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 30, wherein the second text data includes designation information for a layout 
frame for arranging the original image in a template (please note column 3 lines 15-20). 
Regarding claim 32 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 31 , wherein the designation information for a layout frame includes at least one of 
the kind, position, size, and shape of the layout frame itself (please note column 9 lines 
10-29). 

Regarding claim 33 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 31 , wherein the second text data includes positional information the original image 
object with respect to the layout frame (please note column 3 lines 15-20). 
Regarding claim 34 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 29, wherein the another object is a character object corresponding to a character 
string (please note column 7 lines 45-53). 

Regarding claim 35 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 34, wherein the folder includes character data corresponding to a character and 
the text file holds an address corresponding to the character data as third text data 
(please note column 7 lines 45-60). 

Regarding claim 36 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 29, wherein the second text data corresponds to at least one of an angle of a 
rotation and a magnification of an object (please note column 9 lines 15-25). 
Regarding claim 37 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the order ID is produced from data specifying at least one of a 
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customer, a shop and a date and time of reception (please note column 9 lines 54-56) 
Regarding clam 38 Naito et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in claim 
26, wherein the order ID includes an identifier indicating whether printing has not been 
finished or already finished (please note Fig. 10 item 204 column 22 lines 30-33). 
Regarding claim 39 Naito et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in claim 
26, wherein the folder further includes identification data corresponding to a template 
image and the identification data is memorized as text data paired with the original 
image object (please note Figs.9&10 column 22 lines 22-60). 
Regarding claim 40 Ohtsuka et al disclose The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the folder further stores thumbnail image data corresponding to a 
result of a composition and wherein the thumbnail image data is image data produced 
on the basis of image data obtained by thinning out the original image data (please note 
column 55-60). 

Regarding claim 41 Naito et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in claim 
26, wherein the folder further includes at least one of the data specifying a customer 
and the data specifying a shop (please note Fig.10 item 201, column 22 lines 22-30). 
Regarding claim 42 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the folder further includes data concerning date and time (please note 
column 9 lines 54-57). 

Regarding claim 43 Naito et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in claim 
26, wherein the folder further includes data concerning a pass word of each customer 
(please note column 42 lines 64-67). 
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Regarding claim 44 Ohtsuka et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in 
claim 26, wherein the text file includes, for each object, text data to restrict or prohibit at 
least one of operations of a rotation, a shift, and an enlargement or reduction (please 
note column 9 lines 15-18). 

Regarding claim 45 Naito et al disclose: The print order data product set forth in claim 
26, wherein the folder includes data concerning a kind of a recording medium to be 
subjected to printing (please note Fig. 11 item 1104, column 23 lines 40-45). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Said Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-3487 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (703) 305-4863. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, or (703) 308-9052 (for formal communications; please 
mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
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Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Application/Control Number: 09 11 61, \ 17 
Art Unit: 2626 



Page 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 



Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2626' 
January 28 J/ ^Q6 




SUPERVISORY R4XEN7 EXAMINJER 



